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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on 7 March 2011 at the Vernon Institute, Saughall 
 
In attendance: Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor WI Humphrey (Homewatch Chairman) 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson 
 Councillor JG Johnson 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor RK Shukla (Part) 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason (Part) 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor B Crowe (Part) 
 
56. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for authorised absence were received from: 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford 
 
57. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
58. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 7 February 2011 be 

confirmed as a correct record. 
 
59. POLICE/HOMEWATCH 
 

(a) Homewatch 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey, in his capacity as Homewatch Chairman 

presented an oral report detailing low level crime and anti-social activity 
that had taken place over the last few weeks in the village.  This included: 

 
• Youths on the former Ridings School’s roof 
• Cold telephone callers 
• Vehicles parking in the bus stop at the Peg 

 
 Councillor Humphrey also reported on the recent operations of the Speed 

Indicator Device (SID).  The one used was very different from the one used 
previously and was much easier to handle.  The Council still aspired to the 
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village being designated a community speed watch area and would work 
with the PCSO to achieve this. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Humphrey be thanked for his informative report. 
 
(b) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Neighbourhood Management 

Team had advertised its Summer Play Scheme in the February 2011 
Parish Newsletter.  It would run from Monday, 25 to Friday, 29 July 2011, 
9am to 4pm in the Uniform Groups’ Headquarters on Fiddlers Lane and a 
successful funding application to the Rural West Area Partnership Board & 
NHS Western Cheshire Chairman’s Discretionary Grants had provided 
£1,700 to financially support this initiative. 

 
 An information afternoon would be held at 2:30pm on Saturday, 19 March 

2011 in the Uniform Groups’ Headquarters to discuss the operations of the 
Play Scheme. 

 
 The team was also investigating parking provision at the garages for 

parents dropping off and picking up their children from school. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(c) Police 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason reported that crime in the Chester outer area was 

down anti-social behaviour was also down but that vehicle crime was high.  
In Saughall three incidents of anti-social behaviour were reported during 
the last month, although half term had been quiet with no reports of anti-
social behaviour.  There had been two burglaries from out buildings and an 
attempt to break into a safe. 

 
 PCSO Leason also reported on the use of the SID, her bike engraving 

initiative and her police drop-in event which no one had attended.  She 
would be holding more on different dates and at different venues. 

 
 PCSO Leason informed that she had issued five advisory and one fixed 

penalty notice re vehicle parking and provided members of the Golden Link 
with handbag bells. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That PCSO Leason be thanked for his informative report. 
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60. MINUTES OF COMMITTEES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on Monday, 7 

February 2011 be received. 
 
61. CHAIRMAN’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young, in her capacity as Chairman, presented her monthly 

report informing that: 
 

• a meeting had been held with Cheshire Constabulary’s Crime Reduction 
Advisor, Dave Owens regarding advice on a lockable bollard for the 
Golden Jubilee Park to stop vehicles gaining access to the sports pitch; 

• she had attended a funding fair at Chester Race Course and would use the 
knowledge she had acquired as a result to help the Council apply for 
grants; 

• John Hallas had requested the Council to revisit its decision not to provide 
a grant to assist the work needed on the roof of All Saints Church; 

• some residents of the Ridings Estate had not had the Parish Newsletter 
delivered and some residents of Fiddlers Lane did not receive the 
Standard Newspaper; 

• the Vernon Institute bus shelter needed to be sprayed with disinfectant; 
and 

• it was Seddons intention to hold another coffee morning to advise of 
progress with the Wain House re-development. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the report be received; 
 
(2) quotations for bollards be sought; 
 
(3) the Chairman be requested to inform Mr Hallas that the Council has not 

included funding for the Church roof in its budget for 2011/12; 
 
(4) the Clerk be requested to find out which houses on Fiddlers Lane receive 

the Standard Newspaper and inform the Standard that some residents of 
the Ridings did not receive their Parish Newsletter with their Standard 
Newspaper; and 

 
(5) Councillor WI Humphrey be requested to ask Mr Hipkiss to spray the bus 

shelter at the Vernon Institute with disinfectant. 
 
62. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Surgery held on Saturday, 5 March 2011 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar had presided over the Parish Council Surgery held 

outside of the Co-op Stores.  Issues raised at his Surgery had included: 
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• complaints regarding dog fouling and that more dog fouling bins were 
needed 

• the barbed wire by the footpath at Shotwick House was at an awkward 
angle and required attention 

• issues re Hermitage Road closures whilst works were ongoing 
• questions regarding the proposed Student’s Village development in 

Blacon 
• the need for a litter pick on Fiddlers Lane, from the Parkgate Road to 

Oaktree Nurseries 
 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the contents of the report be noted; 
 
(2) Members be asked to identify sites where dog fouling bins should be 

provided and report them at the next meeting; 
 
(3) Councillor WI Humphrey be requested to ask Mr Hipkiss to carry out the 

litter pick on Fiddlers Lane as outlined above. 
 
(b) Surgery to be held on Saturday, 2 April 2011 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor A Warrington be requested to preside over the next Parish 

Council Surgery scheduled for Saturday, 2 April 2011 to be held outside of 
the Co-op Store between 10:00am and 10:45am and PCSO Wendy 
Leason be informed. 

 
63. REVIEW OF THE CONDUCT OF COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 
 The Clerk reported that the Modernising Practices and Procedures Working 

Group had met for the first time on 3 March 2011.  Councillors D Holman, B 
Kerr, A Warrington and Mrs JM Young had reviewed current Council practices 
and procedures and facilitated by the Clerk had considered: 

 
• what the Council did well and not so well; 
• how a “perfect” Parish Council would operate; 
• what skills were needed; 
• what the Council needed to do; and 
• how it should do it. 

 
 By the end of the two hour session the Working Party had an agreed 

understanding of the role of the Council and an agreed understanding of 
current Council practices.  At its next meeting it intended to draw up a draft 
Action Plan made up of proposed future plans and appropriate next steps it 
had identified during the meeting. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the report on the Modernising Practices and Procedures Working Party’s 
activities and the progress made be noted; 
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(2) the Action Plan proposed above be considered at the next Council meeting 
with a view to it being agreed and new ways of working being adopted from 
the beginning of the next Municipal year; 

 
(3) to allow time to facilitate (2) above, the next meetings of the Planning 

Committee and Council be rescheduled from 7pm and 7:30pm on Monday, 
4 April 2011 in the Vernon Institute to the same times on Thursday, 21 April 
2011 in the same venue; 

 
(4) the rescheduled meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 

scheduled for 21 April 2011 be cancelled;  and 
 
(5) the next meeting of the Working Party be held at 6:15pm on Monday, 4 

April 2011 at the Uniform Group’s Headquarters. 
 
64. LITTER PICKING CONTRACT FOR 2011/12 
 
 Further to Minute No. 41/2011 Councillor Kerr reported that Mr Hipkiss had 

agreed to empty the two rubbish bins located in the Golden Jubilee Park.  
Consequently, the Clerk had confirmed that the Council had awarded him the 
temporary one year Litter Picking contract for Saughall to run from 1 April 
2011 until 31 March 2012, in the sum of £125 per week and on the terms set 
out in her letter to him dated 12 January 2011.  Councillor B Kerr informed that 
Mr Hipkiss had accepted this contract, although Mr Hipkiss had not confirmed 
this with the Clerk. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 
 
65. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK DEVELOPMENT 
 

(a) Proposed Sports Pavilion 
 
 The life span of the Uniformed Group’s Headquarters located in the Golden 

Jubilee Park was 20 years and it had already been in use for 10 years.  
The Field Committee had taken the initiative to begin to plan to replace it 
with a new Sports Pavilion and had requested a meeting with the 
appropriate Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Planning Officer; Bethan 
Evans to discuss which types of permanent structure would be permissible 
in the Park.  These possibilities were scheduled to be discussed on 
Tuesday, 15 March 2011 at 2pm. 

 
 It was hoped that the cost of a Pavilion could be funded through grants e.g. 

the National Lottery.  Neston Cricket Club had obtained National Lottery 
funding for a new Club House recently and it was hoped that the Saughall 
Cricket Club would be able to obtain advice from Neston on how to put a 
funding application together.  Discussions would be held with Brian Huxley 
the Chairman of Saughall Cricket Club regarding the sharing of good 
practice etc. 
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 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the report be noted; and 
 
(2) a report on the proceedings of the meeting with the Planning Officer be 

considered at the next meeting of the Council 
 
(b) Saughall Sports Day 
 
 It was reported that Saughall Rotary Club was intending to organise 

Saughall Sports Day along similar lines to the one it had organised in 2010.  
It was concerned with risk assessments and what needed to be done to 
comply with health and safety regulations. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(c) Proposed Bollard Installation 
 
 It was proposed that a locking bollard be installed, to stop vehicles 

accessing the sports pitch, in the Golden Jubilee Park. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to obtain quotes to install a lockable bollard in 

the Golden Jubilee Park. 
 
(d) Car Park Drainage 
 
 The car park’s drainage was giving serious cause for concern.  Further 

work was required to bring the car park up to an appropriate standard.  
Councillor Mrs D Whitton reminded Members that she had put them in 
touch with a Mr Nightingale who had indicated he had the necessary 
expertise and that he was willing to help the Council with this problem. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Field Committee be requested to make contact and meet with Mr 

Nightingale with a view to bringing about improvements to the drainage of 
the car park in the Golden Jubilee Park. 

 
(e) Dog Fouling 
 
 Dog fouling was identified as a problem in the Golden Jubilee Park even 

though dogs were not allowed in. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That PCSO Wendy Leason’s help be enlisted in order to combat the dog 

fouling problem in the Golden Jubilee Park. 
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66. CO-OP STORE – FACILITY NEEDED TO PAY ENGLISH WATER RATES 
 
 The Clerk had written to the Co-op’s Head Office in Manchester on 27 January 

2011 following representations made by local residents because the Co-op 
Store on Church Road, Saughall had facilities for people to pay Welsh Water 
Rates as there was a Pay Point machine in store.  Saughall was not in Wales 
but in England and local people wanted to be able to pay their English Water 
Rates in the store.  This was not possible because the store was not equipped 
with a Pay Zone machine.  (Minute No. 44/2011 refers) 

 
 There had been no reply to the Clerk’s letter, therefore, she had written again 

on 21 February 2011 to remind the Co-op that a reply was required but had 
still not received a response. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received and the reply from the Co-op’s Head Office be 

reported to the next Council meeting. 
 
67. GREYHOUND PUBLIC HOUSE 
 
 It was reported that negotiations were ongoing between Enterprise Inns Plc 

and a possible Licensee. 
 
 It was noted that refurbishment works had still not yet begun. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
68. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey reported that the Youth Club would be sending a 

letter to Cheshire West and Chester Councillor RA Storrar to thank him for his 
generous donation from his Members’ Budget Grant Fund.  The funding would 
be used to replace electrical goods e.g. the fridge. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
69. ALL SAINTS CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

(a) School’s Travel Plan 
 
 Councillor B Kerr reported that he had taken the time to read the new 

School’s Travel Plan.  He was outraged over it and believed the money 
spent on it had been a total waste. 
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(b) Official Opening 
 
 It was reported that there was to be an official opening of the school but 

there was some confusion over when this would be as Members were 
holding different dates in their diaries for this purpose. 

 
(c) Community Use 
 
 The Clerk reported that she had written to the Chair of the Governors, Mrs 

Carol Lewis asking whether the Governing Body was willing to make the 
school building available for community use.  Unfortunately, she had not 
replied.  This matter would now be taken up with those Parish Councillors 
who were members of the School’s Governing Body. 

 
70. AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN SAUGHALL 
 
 A meeting of the Parish Council Working Party had been held on Friday, 18 

February 2011 and the Minutes had been circulated with the agenda.  There 
had also been a further meeting on Thursday, 3 March 2011.  Members 
received the results of the recent local consultation and noted that the 
outcome had been very pleasing as a very high majority agreed with the 
scheme.  No date had yet been set for the next meeting. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 
 
71. HIGHWAY ISSUES 
 

(a) Parking on Pavements 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason had this matter in hand. 
 
(b) Speeding Traffic and the Proposal for Saughall to be designated a 

Community Speed Watch Area 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason would be leading this initiative and would be 

responsible for collating the information necessary following the use of the 
speed gun and SID. 

 
(c) Potholes 
 
 They had all been identified and reported to the Area Engineer who was 

taking action to carry out the necessary repairs. 
 
(d) Bus Stop Opposite Aspen Grove on Hermitage Road 
 
 No progress had been made. 
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(e) Bus Shelter on the Parkgate Road – Roof Repairs 
 
 No quotes had been received to carry out the work required.  Councillor 

Mrs D Whitton agreed to ask her husband to provide a quote. 
 
(f) Hedge on Hermitage Road/Aspen Grove 
 
 Hedge cutting would now have to wait as the birds were beginning to nest. 
 
(g) Kingswood Lane – Proposed Traffic Prevention Order 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar reported that he had spoken to Chris Wood, the 

Head of the Department concerned at Cheshire West and Chester Council 
who had reported that this Traffic Prevention Order was in hand but it was 
a slow process. 

 
(h) Junction Warning Sign on A540 
 
 Action had been taken and the sign now faced the oncoming traffic. 
 
(i) Gritting arrangements during the recent cold snap 
 
 Further to Minute No. 36 the Council requested the Clerk to inform Kieran 

Collins, Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Area Highways Manager 
where it would like grit bins located in the village and Councillor RA Storrar 
requested to be copied in on the email so he could chase progress if it 
became necessary. 

 
(j) Verge at Rakeway 
 
 Councillor RK Shukla reported the planting of an evergreen on the verge at 

Rakeway. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Council notes that the evergreen has been planted by a resident, 

understands the reasons why this was deemed necessary and agrees to 
take no action. 

 
(k) Urgent Highway Matters 
 - Church Way 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey reported that the footpath had still not been 

completed and there were safety concerns in respect of older people’s 
carriages negotiating the uneven surface, as a result.  He had reported this 
on a number of occasions previously but there appeared to have been a 
mix up. 
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72. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL’S DRAFT RIGHTS OF WAY 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2011 -2016 

 
 The Clerk reported that the consultation ran until 15 April 2011.  A copy of the 

draft Plan had been sent to the Council’s Parish Paths Warden, Tony Leach 
for his comments and his response was awaited. 

 
 Councillor Andrew Storrar asked the Clerk to ensure that Cheshire West and 

Chester Council’s Green Space Project Officer, Denise Snelson knew that 
local farmers needed to be consulted on this and request that this consultation 
be extended to them. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) any response from the Council’s Footpath Warden be reported to the next 
meeting;  and 

 
(2) the Clerk be requested to convey Councillor RA Storrar’s request above to 

Denise Snelson, Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Green Space 
Project Officer. 

 
73. THE REDEVELOPMENT OF WAIN HOUSE  
 
 Further to Minute No. 49/2011 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that Chester 

and District Housing Association had agreed to call the Wain House 
redevelopment Wain Court.  This name was now the subject of consultation 
with Cheshire West and Chester Council and the Post Office. 

 
 It was important that Members told anyone interested in the new properties to 

contact the Housing Association. 
 
 Councillor B Kerr made reference to the proposed affordable housing scheme 

(Minute No. 70 refers) and proposed that the Chester and District Housing 
Trust be told that this Council would like the proposed development to be 
called Thomas Wedge Close. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the report be received; and 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to inform Chester and District Housing Trust that 

this Council would like the proposed development to be called Thomas 
Wedge Close. 

 
74. VERNON INSTITUTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (VIMC) 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Vernon Institute Management 

Committee had now had the car park marked out. The VIMC was going ahead 
with a consultation on the future of the Vernon Institute, on its own.  Income 
was relatively good at the moment and the VIMC was currently having a few 
teething problems with the recently installed boiler. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
75. ODD JOBS 
 
 There were no odd jobs to be done currently. 
 
76. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 7 February 2011: 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2010/2011 £ Cheque No 
 GJ and AW Dutton (Hedge Cutting) 240.00 102367 
 Mr R Hipkiss (Litter Picking) 1007.67 102368 
 NWN Media Ltd (Newsletter Delivery) 39.19 102369 
 Uniform Groups (Newsletter Delivery) 20.00 102370 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 92.97 102371 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 474.73 102372 
 
(b) Receipts 
 
 There were no receipts to report but the Clerk informed that a grant of 

£366.24 was expected from Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Member 
Budget Grant, from Councillor RA Storrar. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents be noted. 
 
(d) Parish Council Audits 2011 – Update Session with the Audit Commission 

at the Fourways Hotel, Delemere on Wednesday, 30 March 2011, 2pm to 
4:30pm 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Bob Salisbury the Internal Auditor be invited to attend this event and 

bring a report back to the Council on its proceedings. 
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77. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

(a) Members’ attendance was agreed in respect of the following outside body 
meetings:  
 
• Chester and District Housing Trust Neighbourhood Walkabout at 

10:30am on Wednesday, 16 March 2011, meet at Wain House.  
 Those Members available would attend this Walkabout. 
• Cheshire West and Chester (CWAC) Council’s Overview and Scrutiny 

Committee meeting at 6:30pm on Tuesday, 15 March 2011 in G1, HQ, 
Chester.  The final report on CWAC Council’s relationship with Local 
Councils to be considered. 

 Councillor B Kerr agreed to attend. 
• Bell Development Consultation Exhibition on Thursday, 24 March 2011, 

3pm to 8pm at Holy Trinity Church Hall, Blacon 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar to attend. 

 
(b) Reports from Members on proceedings at outside body meetings: 
 

• Seminar on devolution or transfer of some services and assets to 
Parish Councils – provisionally at Cheshire Fire and Rescue HQ, 
Winsford at 1pm on Tuesday, 22 February 2011.   

 
 Councillor B Kerr had attended this Seminar and informed that it had 

been excellent and had informed that assets could also be liabilities. 
 
• Mickle Trafford Community Forum at 6:30pm on 16 February 2011 in 

the Uniform Groups’ Headquarters, Fiddlers Lane, Saughall 
  
 Councillor B Kerr had also attended this Forum meeting and had not 

been very impressed with it or any of the others he had previously 
attended.  He regarded this Forum as being a total failure.  He advised 
that Cheshire West and Chester Council needed to revisit how it 
engaged with local councils and that Alison Armstrong its LSP Director 
had some good ideas in this regard. 

 
• Cheshire Quality Forum at 6pm on Friday, 18 February 2011 at Fire 

Brigade Headquarters, Winsford. 
 
 Councillors WI Humphrey and Mrs JM Young attended this meeting.  

They reported that it had been a good meeting but unfortunately none 
of their questions had been answered satisfactorily.  Cheshire 
Association of Local Council’s officers had apologised as they did not 
have the Council down as an aspiring quality council. 

  
78. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED 
 
 Members had received an email from Councillor Mrs K Ford on 1 March 2011 

regarding an Olympic Poster Exhibition. They discussed its content and 
agreed that it would be a good idea for an Olympic Poster Competition to be 
arranged and asked if Councillor Mrs K Ford could take this up via the All 
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Saints Church of England Primary School’s Governing Body.  If it agreed that 
its children could take part the Council would supply the prizes.  

 
79. CIRCULARS 
 
 The following circulars had been received and were available at the meeting 

for Members information: 
 

• Cheshire Community Action – Annual Review 2009 – 10 
• Cheshire Community Action – Newsletter February 2011 
• Cheshire Community Action – Advert re A Saint Patrick’s Day Celebration 

on 17 March 2011 in the Long Room, Eaton Park, Eccleston, Chester – 
Tickets £20 

• The Playing Field Newsletter, Winter 2010/11 
• Cheshire Training Partnership’s 2011-12 Revised Training Programme   

 
 
 


